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THE WAR AGAINST THE OLPHERT TENANTS 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
FaLCARRAGH, Co. DONEGAL. 


Mrs. FLORENCE KETTLEWsLL, Harptree Court, East 
Harptree, daughter of Mr. Wybrants Olphert, Ballyconnell 
House, Falcarragh, Co. Donegal, has written a letter, dated 
gth April, to the English Tory press, deploring the “necessity 
of eviction” on her father’s property, and pointing out that 
the attitude of the peasantry is not of their own choosing, 
but entirely the work of agitators, &c. This letter is con- 
tained in copies of the Ztmes, 17th inst., and the London 
Standard, that have been sent to me. It has also appeared 
in the Irish Tory papers. So far I have not seen any reply. 
Mrs. Kettlewell writes: “ English people who go over to 
Ireland for a few days #0 see for themselves never get behind 
the scenes ; they cannot do so like those who have lived all 
their lives among the people, and understand their habits of 
life and way of looking at things.” And the writer goes on 
to give the result of her recent experiences and inquiries 
among the now evicted families. “She has known these 
tenants from childhood, and always associated them in her 
mind as forming a part of her home and surroundings. 
Everywhere she was met with civility and even with welcome. 
The tenants willingly confessed that her father had always 
been kind,” &c. All this goes to show that the Irish 
peasants can maintain their natural urbanity under the most 
trying circumstances, and divest themselves of every trace of 
animus even in a contest for life with their landlord. It 
would be difficult to find corresponding signs of goodwill on 
the other side, when one looks at the “ghastly work” that has 
been just perpetrated at Falcarragh ; and the neighbourly 
relations that have so long existed between the landlord's 
family and the tenants, amounting to familiarity and outward 
friendship, make these evictions all the more cruel and 
heartless. Indeed, in the calm, respectful bearing of the 
people towards Mr. Olphert personally and his family there 
is strong evidence of the conviction that animates the 
peasantry of the justice of their cause. Mrs. Kettlewell 
proceeds: “ The plea of poverty is only an excuse 
I saw no signs of poverty. Potatoes, it is true, were scarce, 
but meal is cheap, and bread, milk, and eggs were not 
wanting. In one house I saw a fowl being cooked for the 
next meal.” If the bare essentials of life were wanting there 
would be no people in the locality for Mrs. Kettlewell to 
visit or for her father to evict. But more than a peep 
“behind the scenes” is necessary for even one who has 
lived from childhood among the peasants, before a general 
statement as to the existence of some tood in their houses 
can be accepted as an argument for prosperity or comfort. 
Touching the potato crop, I said in my last communication 
that “in several instances the potato plots had not been dug 
over at all, because there was nothing in them.” This tallies 


with the notorious fact that the potatoes failed worse in all 
these parts last year than in any other season since ’46 : ‘and, 
again, with the additional fact that charity is busy now in 
trying to provide seed for the peasants. This effort can 
succeed only very inadequately, though the Bishop of the 
diocese is at the head of it. Eggs have long ceased to be 
an ordinary article of food with the people on Mr. Olphert's 
property, and all others like it; they are taken to the shops, 
and are current, instead of money, for meal, &c. The people 
have few cows, and therefore milk is not plentiful; many a 
family has not even one cow, and where there are several 
young children, which is the rule and not the exception, the 
privation is peculiarly trying. In any case it is bad 
enough, seeing that Indian meal porridge, in the absence of 
potatoes, is the staple food of the people. I should like to 
know in what quantities Mrs. Kettlewell found even meal in 
the cottages, and next, was it paid for? The large shop debts 
in all the locality for this cheapest and plainest article of 
food is the regretable answer. In the Falcarragh parish, as 
in all the other parishes here, I know as a fact that the 
peasantry owe in the stores, chiefly for meal, the average 
sum of seven or eight thousand pounds! The dealers would 
be very safe and very glad if they could get in half these 
debts. This would point to a reckless system of doing 
business. Well, it is reckless in the strictly business sense, 
but it is rather governed by charity. The shopkeepers are 
of the people, and often connected with many of the 
peasants by family ties. Therefore, they are powerless to 
refuse credit in the hour of need. The result is that while 
some of these local dealers might be fairly well off, for people 
of their class, after a life of thrift and industry, few of them 
have more than “debts on the country.” 

Mrs. Kettlewell noticed particularly “in onze house a fowl 
for next meal.” This shows what a vara avis she discovered. 
But should it beso? One of the Kings of France desired 
that every peasant would have a fowl, I don’t recollect how 
many times in the week. Mrs. Kettlewell’s ideal standard 
of living for the peasantry is not at all as high as that of the 
King of France. Wherefore should it not be? This is 
always to be remembered when persons of Mrs. Kettlewell’s 
prepossessions and proclivities volunteer to offer opinions on 
any point affecting the condition of the Irish peasantry— 
their criterion is always strikingly below the common average 
of civilised life. She interviewed Ned Ferry. ‘Have you 
£00 saved, Ned?” “Aye, more than that.” Perhaps it 
was at Ned’s that Mrs. Kettlewell found the historic fowl. 
Or would it be that the fowl “‘had died before they killed it!” 
Now, Ned Ferry was no ordinary peasant on the Olphert 
property. I don’t know that another like him could be 
found on it. And his exceptional financial position is easily 
accounted for. Ned spent some of the best years of’ his 
manhood in America, and so very probably made as much 
money as gave him a good start in life; he never was encum- 
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bered with the rearing of a family; he has been a sort of 
general servant in Mr. Olphert’s employment—helping to 


buy and sell cattle, sheep, and horses for him, watching his 
salmon fishing, and herding his stock-farm, &c. But even 
* stpposing that all the tenants of the Olphert estate were in 
as good circumstances as Ned Ferry, this would not prove 
that the rents are not too high. For the principle is now 
abroad and universally adopted that mony earned otherwise 
than out of the holdings is not justly due for rents that the 
ground never produced, or is capable of producing. How- 
ever, the fact is that, speaking generally, these very peasants 
how evicted, or about to be evicted, are utterly unable to pay 
their shop debts about which there can be no controversy ; 
and if the dealers are altogether neglected, both they and 
their customers are but a short distance from final ruin. 
This is the meaning of the present strike for reduced rents, 
and it is altogether beside the question to quote the kindly 
greetings which Mrs. Kettlewel] experienced when moving 
through the peasants over the happy scenes of her early life, 
or to refer to Mr. Olphert’s personal bland ways, which 
nobody is discussing. The financial arrangements of Mr. 
oe with his tenantry were never conducted on the most 
ordinary business lines—they meant simply to take from the 
people the largest amounts that might possibly be extracted 
from them, without any regard to the sources whence the 
money came. This system could not be expected to last 
always. As often as hard times recurred from bad harvests 
the result of rack-renting was brought out in relief, but not 
till the present crisis arrived was any practical method 
devised to correct the evil. The remedy has not been 
applied a day too soon to save “a brave peasanty, their 
country’s pride,” from chronic spoliation, if not extinction. 

Why or to what purpose should the peasants have “ com- 
plained (to Mrs. Kettlewell) of rents being too high, or the 
landlord too hard?” Were there no other reason for 
abstaining from such complaints to her, the instinctive cour- 
tesy of the peasants would be enough to forbid it. Mrs. 
Kettlewell mentions “a pecuniary favour” that her father 
granted to three men during her visit. Perhaps she is not 
aware that favours ‘of this kind were reciprocated. Ned 
Ferry for one was in the habit of giving small loans to Mr. 
Olphert. Since the present strained relations commenced, 
Ferry has got paid through a solicitor’s letter his last accom- 
modation of £30 to Mr. Olphert. Mrs. Kettlewell has not 
taken her readers “behind the scenes” so unreservedly as 
she may be supposed to have done, nor are her facts and 
inferences at all correct. 

Mrs. Kettlewell’s allegation, ¢g., that Ned Ferry “has 
sworn to follow the example of the Ardsmore (evicted) 
tenants” is something quite new in the combination here, or 
in any other part of Ireland. Loose, flippant talk is no use 
when a great social problem is being considered. 


The Women’s Deputation to Ireland. 


WE have received a telegram stating that Miss Martin and 
Miss H. B. Thomson, representing the West Edinburgh 
Women’s Liberal Association, arrived at Falcarragh on Mon- 
day. The first sight which met them was a crowd of about 
a thousand persons, principally women and children, clamour- 
ing round Father Boyle, who distributed the very small 
amount of relief at his disposal. Father Boyle reports that 
there are now 300 evicted persons entirely dependent upon 
such alms as the charitable supplied him with, for food and 
clothing. Any gifts sent to Father Boyle would be judiciously 
distributed. ‘The delegates from the Southern associations 
left England on Tuesday, and were expected to join those 
from Edinburgh on Thursday at Falcarragh. 


t week a la athering took place at the Public Hall, 
Press to waloniie Lady Compton on her first visit to 
Barnsley as president of the Barnsley Women’s Liberal 
Association, formed soon after Lord Compton’s return to 
Parliament. Nearly three thousand persons, chiefly ladies, 
attended the afternoon meeting. ; j 

Lady Oompton, in opening the processing heartily 
thanked those ladies who had assisted to return her husband 

lection. 

at the iy inted out that women in this country had 
long Tinton their influences to their homes ; but by forming 
these associations they claimed the right to take their share 
in the affairs of State.* ee 

Earl Compton said he believed these associations would as- 
sist in the future to gain universal verte for both men and 
women. Many tations came before the House of Commons 
on which he thought women ought to vote. Who could 
better assist in sweeping away the sin of Een erence than 
women? They often knew more than men, use they 
suffered more. 
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MR. BALFOUR AND THE CONGESTED 
DISTRICTS—A REPLY. 


By Rev. Farner KELty, P.P., DUNFANAGHY, Co, 
DOoNEGAL. 


IT is evident that Mr. Balfour puts his whole trust in what is 
called “consolidation of farms” as the remedy for poverty in 
the Highlands of Donegal, and eviction is his method, In 
his reply to Mr. Swift MacNeill’s motion for adjournment to 
consider the danger to public peace arising from the com- 
bined action of the Government and the landlords in these 
parts, Mr. Balfour said: “Until the overcrowding could be 
diminished, it was in vain to attack landlordism, or to protest 
against eviction.” Eviction is certainly a ready way to 
diminish overcrowding, but first the efficacy of the process 
as a remedy for poverty should be shown, and next its 
morality demands consideration. 

In the outset I may observe that poverty and over- 
crowding are too often taken, without due investigation, as 
convertible terms. That there are spots here and there with 
a congested population nobody denies, but I hold that these 
places present the exception, not the rule. Again, those 
people who are professedly migratory labourers for the 
English and Scotch harvests, &c., having a home or 
“shelter” to come to when out of work, cannot be called 
“congested,” because they hold mere patches of land. When 
they are in poverty, want of employment is the cause. 

Coming to the peasant occupiers properly defined, my 
long experience of living among them goes altogether to 
show that it is not more land they want, but better means to 
cultivate what they have. They do not rank as farmers, in 
the proper sense of the word; they are what has been 
described as “a brave peasantry ; their country’s pride,” and 
so their fellows are still wisely regarded in every other 
country of Europe. If Mr. Balfour thinks that these people 
should be exterminated as a class, and their holdings given 
in whole townlands to substantial farmers, he is simply 
grasping an impracticable idea, as an ill-considered, clumsy 
scheme to get over the difficulty. The Olphert property— 
the scene of those unjust and cruel evictions at present— 
was prominently before Mr. Balfour's mind when he an- 
nounced his exterminating plan the other night. What 
does he know of the actual circumstances of this property, 
or the peasants that live on it? He could learn nothing 
from a person like Mr. T, W. Russsell, whose pretensions to a 
knowledge of facts apart from his notorious proclivities, are 
too ridiculous to deserve any serious attention. It is a 
sufficiently difficult task for one resident in a district to 
ascertain the various facts and circumstances affecting the 
condition of the inhabitants by patient and careful investi- 
gation. Mr. Russell, after his flying visit, was not able to 
quote any better authority for his facts than the driver of the 
car he careered on from one stronghold of landlordism to 
another. The driver may have been “a very intelligent 
fellow” in his own way, but, as everybody knows, the 
intelligence of the craft is generally directed to a study of 
character in order that the subject may “pay well,” and 
soothing treatment, especially with a weak subject, is 
essential. If Mr. Russell could have brought himself to 
honestly say that at a glance the country is convincing 
that extensive farming is out of the question in all these 
points, he might have served Mr. Balfour better. No proper 
farmer would take the entire Olphert property, free of rent, 
on the sole condition of cultivating it. Otherwise than under 
the peasant’s labour, on which they set little value, the land 
even in its reclaimed state, could not pay half expenses. Mr. 
Farmer would turn away with a smile of pity at the owner of 
such property, seeing no rich broadacres equal tohis ambition, 
or worthy of his enterprise. But perhaps Mr. Balfour does 
not mean this. He may only imagine that if one peasant 
had the holdings of some three or four—the rents remain- 
ing, of course, as they are—peace and plenty would succeed 
poverty and discontent in this wretched and distracted 
region. 

To ordinary people it does not appear how a peasant, who 
is unable to cultivate 8 or 10 acres of land properly, would 
succeed better with 30 or 40. Small capital must mean 
small efforts, and a-small effort, well sustained, is a far safer 
guarantee of success than a larger one, badly sustained. 
This principle holds good in all other sorts of business, and 
farming is no exception. After the great famine of '46-47, 
some of our Donegal landlords compelled such of the people 
as had contrived to survive that crisis to take the adjoining 
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holdings, from which their neighbours had been evicted, and 
these ‘men, or their successors, are in no better circumstances 
since, than they were before. Both reason and experience, 
therefore, prove that nothing is to be gained in the direction 
of improving the condition of a peasantry like ours by 
enlarging holdings of, say, from 5 to 10 acres of tillage 
und. Such holdings afford ample scope for all the capital 
and labour available. Hired labour is not to be mentioned. 
The moral objection to consolidating holdings is far more 
serious than the material difficulty. Mr. Balfour does not 
seem to have thought of this at all. ‘‘The law has no 
conscience,” but all Christians have, or are supposed to have. 
Eviction, as it is now being perpetrated in Donegal, is simply 
high-handed, legalised robbery, and one of the species of sin 
that cries to heaven for vengeance—spoliation of the poor. 
The question of the respective just interests of landlord and 
tenant in parts like the mountains of Donegal has been so 
often and so fully discussed already that it is quite unnecessary 
to repeat the arguments, which show that while the landlord's 
equitable share in the soil may be represented by a given 
number of shillings, the tenant’s would count as many pounds. 
The laws of all civilised countries require that as often as 
it is necessary to interfere with private rights or property for 
the public or conimon good full compensation must be 
allowed. If the Governments of these countries resolved on 
the consolidation of the peasants’ holdings, for the securing 
of peace and prosperity, those deprived of the results of the 
industry of generations in reclaiming the lands would have 
an unquestionable claim for compensation. But because it 
is the incubus of landlordism that is to be maintained to 
the danger of public order, and the disgrace of the Empire, 
not only is no compensation for eviction allowed, but the 
eviction is rewarded with the spoils of the poor. This, I 
know, is the law, but there is another law—the eternal law 
of God, which every minister of God is bound to preach and 
uphold in the face of all men ; and it forbids us, with all the 
dread sanction that the Almighty alone can command, not to 
covet, take, or keep our neighbours’ goods. This is one very 
strong reason why our people shrink with Christian instinct 
from the very thought of taking evicted farms, and by so 
acting they only fulfil the law of God. It is not “in vain to 
protest against eviction.” 


WOMEN IN FRANCE. 


Art the exhibition of pastels, recently opened, the lady artists 
have left the field clear to their brother artists. Mdme. 
Madeleine Lemaire and Mdme. Cazin are the only lady ex- 
hibitors. They are worthy representatives of the undeniable 
talent of French lady artists, but it is to be regretted that 
their sister painters have not followed their example and fur- 
nished solid proofs of their talent. Mdme. Lemaire sends 
a study entitled “Dans un Jardin.” The outdoor effect 
is perfectly rendered, the lady seated—perhaps a portrait—is 
painted with the large free touch characteristic of Madeleine 
Lemaire. Mdme. Cazin sends “Jeunes Enfants” and an 
“Etude.” As far as drawing and expression go, these 
pictures are more like living nature than a representation of 
it. We might suggest a little less grittiness in quality of 
painting would greatly enhance the charm of these delightful 
pictures. 

The pastel exhibition is always one of the most enjoyable 
of the season. There is not a bad picture on the walls. This 
exhibition may be described as a variety of excellence. This 
is so true that a critic finds it difficult to single out any 
special example of excellence. MM. Duez, Emile Lévy, 
and Thevenot’s pictures attracted great attention at the 
private view. M. Duez’s talent, which is of a high order, is 
also versatile. Judged by his portrait painting he would rank 
amongst the most talented portrait painters, but “Fleurs 
Noires” and “Hortensias Bleus” exhibited at the Rue de 
Séze claim him as an exquisite flower painter. ‘‘ Coucher, 
de soleil de pluie,” “Soleil couchant sur le mer,” and “Soir,” 
show that M. Duez is one of the best modern painters in 
landscape and seascape. He renders the varied effects 
observed in nature like a poet would who could paint, but as 
my letters are about French women, and not French men, I 
must leave this delightful exhibition, where men’s work is in 
the ascendent, and tell you something about French lady 
editors, 

Mdme. Renooz, Mdme. La Duchess de Pomar, Mdme. 
Marie Bréon, Mdme. Maria Martin, Mdme. Louise Koppe, 
Mdme. Madeleine Brés, have each edited and some of them 
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founded a paper. Lady Caithness (Duchess of Pomar) is 
the editor and founder of Aurore; Mdme. Renooz, of 
La Revue Scientifique des Femmes ; Mdme. Marie Bréon, 
of L’Union du Progres; Mdme. Maria Martin has suc- 
ceeded Hubertine Auclerc as editor of the Citoyenne ; 
Mdme. Louise Koppe edits Za Femme e& L’Enfant ; 
Mdme. Madeleine Brés, Z’ Hygiene de la Femme et L’Enfant ; 
L’Aurore, edited by Lady Caithness, is a psychological | 
magazine appearing every month. In the programme of this 
review, issued before its publication, Lady Caithness says 
one of the aims of Z’Aurore will be to provide the French ~ 
public with a résumé of foreign philosophical literature, 
especially English. The principal article appearing in 
L’ Aurore Lady Caithness republishes in another periodical 
called Ze Messager de la Paix, which is cheaper than 
L’Aurore, therefore more attainable by the masses. 
Amour Immortel, a novel by the Duchesse de Pomar, 
appeared in Z’Aurore, signed Victor Bellechasse. [La 
Duchesse de Pomar is of English origin. She is the grand- 
daughter of the Honourable James Compton, whose daughter 
married, at Madrid, a Spaniard, Signor Manategue. A daughter 
was born of this union—Maria de Manategue—who succes- 
sively became Duchesse de Pomar and Lady Caithness. 
France is now her chosen country. She is settled in Paris, 
where she ranks amongst the lady editors. 

Mdme, Maria Bréon, the editor and founder of Z’ Union 
du Progres, heralded the appearance of her journal by the 
following announcement: “We wish to popularise the 
different humanitarian doctrines, and ask for contributions 
which support the views of the journal.” Young people are 
advised to study well and attend evening classes, and they 
are told the hours, days, and subjects of lectures, and the 
names of the different professors will be published in 
L’Unton du Progres. Women without means of living 
are told efforts will be made to procure them work. The 
young mother will find advice how to bring up her children. 
The abuse of tobacco, protection of animals, and antivivi- 
section are also subjects discussed and supported in Z’ Union 
du Progr’s. This journal appears monthly. ‘The seventh 
number is about to appear. The energy and good intentions 
of its founder and editor merit success.” Mdme. Maria 
Martin, the successor of Hubertine Auclerc as editor of the 
Citoyenne, describes her paper as follows: ‘Za Citoyenne 
is the only French paper advocating women’s rights to 
their full extent—that is to say, to ask for female suffrage.” 
Mdme. Maria Martin is an Englishwoman by birth, a French 
citizen by marriage. She works very quietly, and con- 
siders paramount the duties of wife and mother, but these 
are fulfilled without detriment to the Citoyenne.” Huber- 
tine Auclerc, its former editor, is now in Algeria, where her 
husband is a magistrate. Mdme. Martin maintains that 
Hubertine Auclerc was not a partisan of violent or extreme 
opinions. She studiously excludes party politics from the 
columns of La Citoyenne, and strives to follow the 
example given by England and America by avoiding party 
questions, and accepting co-operation from Liberals and 
pa Naa W. VERNIER. 

aris. 


EDINBURGH GIRLS’ BRIGADE. 

An exhibition by the 1st Company of the Edinburgh Girls’ 
Brigade took place on Tuesday, 16th inst., in the Central Hall, 
Nicolson Street, before an interested gathering of onlookers, 
The Brigade, it seems, was formed at the close of 1887, 
under the auspices of the Bristol Gospel Temperance Union; 
but since September of last year it has been carried on 
independently. It numbers 62 members, and these have 
been meeting during the winter twice a week in the Central 
Hall for singing and drill on Tuesday evenings, and for 
sewing and Bible lessons on Wednesday evenings. On 
Tuesday there were between 30 and 40 on parade, and in 
scarlet and white aprons and shoulder belts, which form the 
badge of the Brigade, they looked neat and smart. Under 
direction of a lady instructor, they gave an exhibition of 
manual drill with attention and promptness. Afterwards 
they had a march round, in which, to the music of a piano- 
forte, they executed some rather difficult movements, such 
as spirals and double spirals, &c., with precision and with 
neatness of carriage. At the close there were complimen- 
tary speeches, and prizes were awarded to the girls who had 
made the most satisfactory appearance in the exhibition. 
The president of the brigade is Miss H. B. Thomson, who has 

gone to Ireland as one of the delegates from the West Edin- 
burgh Women’s Liberal Association, 
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THE UNIVERSITY TRAINING OF 


WOMEN. 


A PLEA BY THE COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN. 
The Countess of Aberdeen, in = excellent address as 
urg: 


retiring t of the Edinb Association for the 
Dulve sity etter of Women, sought to prove the 
necessit of women view of 


or the university training 
problems of the time in the solution of Seles 


cultured women 
create a leaven of morality which would react through all 
classes of the community, and elevate and purify our national 
life? (Applause.) Women could not escape from the social 
problems of the time. The relation of marriage, the 
relation between mts and children, masters and 
servants, sisters and brothers—all these must meet them. 
What attribute were they called upon to take up? In what 
spirit were their sons and daughters to go out into life? 
hat were they doing to prepare their sons and daughters 
to meet the st le which must come to them in these 
times when not only were the most sacred questions of the 
saratly frenly disc but also the faith in which most had 
been brought up was am on all hands doubted, or recon- 
structed or destroyed? Surely it was the plainest of woman's 
duties to try to help those cependentt on her through that 
most bitter and most lonely o og on this question of 
questions. ey could not do that without preparation, 
without that nce of mind, that humility o spiclt, that 
sense of the power of evidence and the weight of fact which 
the highest education gave. How could the mind which 
flashed into enthusiasm or sank into panic before each new 
aspect of truth—how could such a mind preserve its own 
faith or construct a new one in the nineteenth century? 
Education must prepare women to face this, and to take up 
this service in their families. When they acknowledge this 
service, they were led on to the need of educated women 
working out social questions on behalf of those whose claims 
were urgent. The call here was clamorous, and the respon- 
sibilities very great. If they took the case of the condition 
of the r in cities, they could see that no giving of money. 
no holding of classes, would suffice. There must an actual 
ing of the conditions of the people to be helped, which 
Souk only be obtained by personal knowledge and observa- 
tion, coupled with the sympathy which won confidence. 
They had plenty of encouragement to such work. In the 
last few years they saw what even isolated efforts of brave 
women had effected. But more educated workers were 
wanted to form all sorts of agencies which would 
help the people to help themselves—women’s trades 
ons, co-operative societies, help to manage Board 
schools, romotion of home industries, the givin 
a taste for wholesome recreations, &c. In mos 
women’s lives there ought to some opportunity for 
some of this service, and they were bound to do what 
they could. One could scarcely touch this question 
without feeling most strongly that it was the absolute 
duty of woman to take an interest in politics—(applause)-- 
and, which ever side they were on, to do their very 
utmost in their own sphere to help the national life 
and the public life to become a nobler and a better and 
a purer Thing than it now was. os! rid If the 
admitted that that was a service w ch was woman's 
mission, there came the question how she was to be fitted 


ht, reason, 
am ene o which the old system 
They were told that 
mental strain, and 


in 
ti & 
er an whe broke down in the pursuit of ed 


were 
health of e 
ever might be the result, 

and especially 


women, 


eo 


neration, who were reaping the fruits of the labo 
those who had gone before. It lay with them to justity the 
action of those who had won those privil 


eges for t 
showing that wider knowl more 


WHAT WOMEN ARE DOING. 


Lady Randolph Churchill will presently appear as the 


author of a book concerning the ways of Russian society. 


The Duchess of Albany is expected to open, on May 
15th, the annual sale of work in the Town Hall, Kensington, 
in aid of the Mission to the French in London. e 


Lady Butler’s newest canvas is the largest she has yet 
produced. It represents a French cavalry regiment passing 
through Dinard on its way to the Franco-Prussian war. One 
of her little daughters sat for a peasant girl in the group of 
spectators. The picture will be seen in the Royal Academy, 


The Duchess of We nm, the Marchioness of 
Ormonde, the Countess Airlie, and the Countess of 
Coventry are among the patronesses of the Bal Pondré to 
be held on the 28th May, in the Hotel Metropole, in aid of 
the Home of Rest for Horses. 


Rukmabai, the famous Indian lady, has just come to 


London to qualify as a doctor and return to India to 
practise. 


Mrs. Oharlotte Rusher, of Dover, has recently made 
over a large house ii: that town and endowed it with £750 
consols, as a Friendly Societies’ Convalescent Home. 

The Baroness Burdett Coutts will probably preside at 
the forthcoming annual meeting of the Hastings and St. 
Leonard’s Branch of the Society for the Protection of 
Children. Easter Sunday was the Baroness's birthday. She 
was born in Piccadilly on April 21st, 1814. 


Madame Sarah Bernhardt objects to the name of 
“ Balfour,” and has changed it into Lord Ramsay, in her 
adaptation of As in a Looking Glass. 


Mrs. Gladstone was presented on Saturday with a hand- 
some pair of silk stockings, by one of the Easter excursionists 
to Hawarden. The giver is a silk-weaver, and made 
them himself. 


Miss Mary Morcis, the daughter of William Morris, is a 
practical Socialist. She earns her daily bread by designing, 
and draws her weekly wage from her father’s purse. She is 
engaged to be married to Mr. Sparling, a coming man in the 
Socialist body, and something of a poet. , 


The Mayoress of Portsmouth, Lady Commerell, 
and Lady Willis are among those most energetic in 
organising the ball to be held at Southsea, on Monday, in 
aid of the cause of distressed Irish ladies. 

Mrs. Ernest Hart and her coadjutors are busy preparing 
a display of exhibits of Irish manufacture for the Paris 
Exhibition. 

The Marchioness of Waterford has forwarded a sub- 
scription to buy seed potatoes for the peasantry of Gweedore. 

Mrs. Strode Jackson, as hon. secretary of the Gordon 
League, addressed a large audience of her boys in the Port- 
man Rooms, on Easter Sunday evening, where they were 
assembled for a night’s pleasure. The Countess of Selkirk, 


Miss Entwistle, and Lady Grey Egerton were among 
those present as visitors. 


Wowen’s Liberal Associations, 
PUBLIC MEETINGS. 


BRIDLINGTON AND QUAY. 


The annual festival in connection with the Bridlington 
and Quay Liberal Association took place in the Temperance 
Hall, Bridlington, on Wednesday evening, April 10th, with 
its customary success. The room was beautifully decorated 
for the occasion, and the tables which, were laden with a 
profusion of the good things of this life, were also adorned 
with choice bouquets and plants in bloom. The tea com 
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menced at five o’clock, when it was found necessary to have 
three sittings, down, no fewer than 750 persons having pur- 
chased tickets. There were twenty trays at which the 
undermentioned ladies presided, viz., Mrs. Pool, Mrs. 
Milner, Mrs. Sawdon, Mrs. Dale, Mrs. Grimshaw, Mrs. W. 
Robinson, Mrs. Sutcliffe, Mrs. Collins, Mrs. J. Hobson, Mrs. 
Houghton, Mrs, Bailey, Mrs. Todd, Miss Jarratt, Miss Main- 
prize, Miss Heselton, Miss Hoe, Miss M. Hagyard, Miss 
Burkill, Miss Warcup, and Miss Hotham. The arrange- 
ments made for the accommodation of the visitors were 
excellent, and ample justice was done to the capital edibles 
placed before them. The public meeting opened at half-past 
seven o'clock, when the room was crowded to excess. Mr. 
Pool, president of the association, occupied the chair, and on 
the platform were Mr. Sutcliffe, Mr. White (Driffield), Mr. 
Porritt (London), and Mr. J. V. Mainprize. The programme 
for the evening’s entertainment was an excellent one, con- 
sisting of a variety of songs by several ladies and gentle- 
men, and addresses on political questions. The under- 
mentioned ladies kindly performed the part of accompanists 
on the piano during the evening, viz., Miss Milner, Miss 
Gibson, and Miss Bailey (Flamborough). 


CROYDON. 


A public mae of this association was held.at the Public 
Hall, on April 15th, under the presidency of Mrs. Grimwade, 
who, in introducing Lady Sandhurst, Miss Orme, and'Mr. 
Herbert Gardner, M.P., to the audience said that one of 
the chief aims of the association was to learn more about 
politics, and this know e@ was very important in view 
of the extended rights which would without doubt ere 
long be placed in their hands. They wanted the work- 
ing women to take an intelligent interest in the politics of 
this country; and when they had done that there was little 
doubt on which side they would throw their influence. 
(Applause.) It was now little more than twelve months ago 
since some friends agreed with the speaker that the women 
of Croydon could not any longer hold aloof from _ public 
work, ae that they could s the cause of Liberal- 
ism, and help forward measures that would tend to increase 
the happiness of their fellow-creatures. Although women’s 
influence was a great thing, women’s influence with power 
at the back of it was ter. 

Lady Sandhurst, who was received with loud applause, 
then addressed the meeting. She was, she said, gra’ for 
the opportunity of meeting one more of their associations, 
and to find out how exceeding their numbers were 
Some people did not. understan 
alee were—it was so often tinged with party animosity. 

e word politics had a very large and to her a Scriptural 
meaning. Its essence was the well-being of the people. 
(Applause.) With regard to the women who had domestic 
ties, what was wanted to be done was to fill their minds with 
true notions of politics. If a woman would educate herself 
in politics what an excellent companion she would become 
to an intelligent husband! She always liked to give every 
credit to their opponents, and she desired to say that they were 
very charitable people as far as they knew, but she thought 
English ple did not want charity. (Applause.) ey 
wanted those well-considered rights which must be uired 
by legal and constitutional means, which could only be 
acquired so far as she knew through the exercise of those 
broad Liberal principles they were endeavouring to inculcate. 
Then they came to what was perhaps the most important of 
all, the rights of property. But there was one who said 
chee has its duties as well as its rights,” and Sir 
Charles Russell—(applause)—the other day stretched the 
principle a little more by saying that property can have no 
rights that are not compatible with the interests of the 
people. If they considered these thirigs they would find 
answers as to why they should become Liberals, and she was 
anxious their women should have answers on such subjects. 
They ought to have more literature and distribute it, as 
there was nothing the association could do that would prove 
of more service than the distribution of pamphlets on politi- 
cal subjects. : : : 

Miss Orme, of whom the president said that it was to her 
the association owed its very being, next spoke, deliverin 
an eminently practical nAidrenn: They ought to be we 

leased that they had grown so much in so short a time. 
Baits associations cared only for showy meetings, but with 
their association it was different. ey went in for a 
judicious number of public pees just. to keep their 
existence before the public of Croydon. At the same time 
they were doing a quiet educational work, and by this means 
etd showed their real earnestness and their political spirit. 
( lause.) 

ae. Herbert Gardner, M.P., was the next speaker. He 
desired to say publicly how much they were indebted to 
women for the part they were taking in political work. It 
seemed to him the ladies could specially help them in the 
future ; that was to say, when they had settled the question 
of Ireland. Liberal legislation of the future must, to his 
mind, tly tend in the direction of the amelioration of 
the lot of the suffering classes. (Applause.) At the next 
ral election the-Liberal party must most surely win— 

4 ind (pa they would undoubtedly in the future have 
many social subjects forced on their attention. It was quite 


in its broadest view what 


n lines so extreme that 


possible there ht be one or two members of Parliament 
. purely Socialistic lines—o 


returned on 
he himself wo 


would 
Applause.) In the cities they were struck by 
Crane ee ain’ thate um well as with the wretchedness, 
wickedness, and desolation, not only of men, not only of 


Liberal party. (Appla ) These things, 
t ra ° use. 
Enew, were & 43 modern civilisation, and 
most surely would force themselves on the attention of the 
Parliament of the day. (Applause.) He, for his part, should 
be heartily glad of and would heartily welcome women’s 
pel “ ann at ao Sets Sty impulses would 
ese 
of great service em Fi te 


th 
Mr. E. W. Grimw J.P., the 
Croydon, also gave wi iereaine address. 


DEPTFORD. 5 
On Friday evening, April 5th, a drawing-room meeting 
was held at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Scott, 60, Lewisham 
High Road, when Mrs. Bryant, D.Sc., gave an interesting 
lecture on ‘‘The Present Aspect of the Irish Question.” Mr. 
G. Collins, M.L.S.B., presided, and about 100 ladies and 


gentlemen were present. . 

Mrs. Bryant referred to the bifold in which the Coercion 
Act was passed (by means of the closure), and to the spirit 
of intolerance by which its administration has been charac- 
terised. Speaking of the religious aspect of the Irish Ques- 
tion, she said that fears of the persecution of Protestants b 
Catholics were quite groundless. The Irish Catholics 
never evinced a persecuting spirit, and it was unlikely that 
in the 19th century they would depart from their old tradi- 
tions. Referring to Gweedore, . Bryant said that if 
Inspector Martin’s death were murder, then the deaths at 
Mitchelstown were murder too. She urged the necessity 
for careful attention to the forthcoming trial, remarkin 
that all who could have given evidence as to what happen 
are under urrest. The lecture, which had been heard with 
deep interest, closed with the following resolution: ‘That 
this meeting not only condemns the present coercion in 
Ireland, but calls for the lon layed extension of the con- 
stitution to that country; by only effective means of: the 
establishment of a Home Rule Government responsible to 
the Irish Nation. 


GOSPORT & ALVERSTOKE. 

The first general meeting of the above was held at 
Vernon Hall, Gosport, on Tuesday, April 16th. There 
was a good attendance of members and friends. The chair 
was taken at 7-30 by the president, Mrs. Lapthorn, who 
referred to the starting of the association, and mentioned 
that within six weeks sixty-seven members had joined. She 


then introduced Miss Ellen Chapman, of Winchester, who 
gave a stirring and able address on Ireland. 

Miss Chapman, on rising, expressed her pleasure at the for- 
mation of another Woman's Liberal Association, and her 
confidence that the women of England would do good work 
for the Liberal cause. Going on to the subject of Ireland, 
she described the desolation of that country, the most 
beautiful, but the saddest in the whole world. Its mise: 
she attributed in the main to two causes—Landlordism an 
the Government. Miss Chapman characterised Irish Land- 
lordism as robbery pure and simple, and showed the 
difference between Land Tenure in England and Ireland. © 
After referring to several cases of tenants in various parts 
of Ireland, she gave a thrilling description of some eviction 
scenes, among them the case of Pat rath, on the Vande- 
leur estate. The tenants prepared for the worst. The 
houses were barricaded—in the case of Magrath’s, boards were 
railed across the windows, and strengthened by trunksof trees 
inside. When the evicting forces came, Magrath and his 
sister shut themselves in, their only weapons being a tub of 
water and a long pole. With these, for some time, they 
succeeded in keeping the besiegers out of their house. At 
last the ram was brought into work, and a great part of the 
roof and fell in, five men in, two holdin 
Magrath down by the arms, two by the feet, while the fifth 
amped on his chalk till he fainted: His r seeing him 

-murdered, threw herself down from the loft to defend 
him, but was, of course, powerless to do so. ie he was 
insensible, they handcuffed M th and took him on a car 
to gaol. He appealed, but sentence was co ed, and he 
was sentenced to six months imprisonment for resi 
illegal eviction. For in his case even the few formalities 
required by the Coercion Act were not gone through, 
the eviction notices not having been properly posted. 
Miss man next taxed the Government 


Cha th be: 
responalile for this state of things—(1), by not an wit: 
the arrears question ; (2), by apace. the forces of the Crown 
to collect the blackmail of the landlords ; (3), by their treat- 
ment of the trusted leaders of the Irish Sy (4), and by 
their action with regard to Mr. Parnell, spe of 
the help of the Irish leaders, Miss Chapman sho t 
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Tue age in which we live is essentially one of discovery. To 
the Pall Mall Gazette must ungrudgingly be accorded the 
credit due for the latest. It is, that the Primrose League has 
rendered “immense service”—to what? “to the cause of 
civilisation and humanity.” At least so we are told by the 
P.M.G. Strange though it may sound, this is not intended 
for sarcasm. It must therefore come as somewhat of a shock 
to the ordinary reader to be informed by the same authority, 


in the very next breath, that ‘‘the immediate ends which it” 


fe. the Primrose League) seeks are almost entirely evil.” 
a eiieiss we are told “its abiding influence is almost 
entirely good!” As to this extraordinary paradox—women, 
we know, are sometimes said to be “ stupid ;” and not being 
gifted with the logical faculty of the Pall Mall Gazette we 
frankly “give it up.” 

The great work accomplished for “ civilisation and 
humanity,” the P.44.G. continues, is “to make the public 
recognise the immense reserve of unutilised strength that 
lies in our female reserves!” ‘ Female reserves ” is the com- 
plimentary term used, we presume, to describe the position 
of women in politics. 

We cannot help thinking that our readers will be surprised 
to learn, upon the same excellent authority, that “the two 
associations which have done most to convince the average 
man of the capacity and utility of women in spheres from 
which they have been excluded are the Primrose League in 
politics and the Salvation Army in religion.” So the Salva- 
tion Army captain’s only rival fot the laurel wreath conferred 
as an acknowledgment of “immense service” “to the cause 
of humanity and civilisation” is the ruling councillor! The 


Pall Madi continues “ the Hallelujah lass and. the Primrose 
dame march in the van of the woman’s movement of the world.” 
Without, in any sense, committing ourselves to an opinion 
upon the Salvation Army, we protest against this comparison 
as grossly unfair to the “ Hallelujah Lass.” For the sake of 
our readers, however, we must leave the Ruling Councillor 
Duchess and the “ Hallelujah Lass” to pilot between them 
the little go-cart, which we seem to see in the light of this 
inspiring paragraph. We would only venture to suggest to 
those in charge of this interesting vehicle to provide 
suitable accommodation for the Special Commissioner of the 
P.M.G. 

Alas! that in a moment of absent-mindedness some one 
should have posted to the editor of the Pa// Mall Gazette 
a copy of the Primrose number of the Sé. Stephen's Review. A 
most unkind and fatal error of judgment this, on the part of 
some person or persons. It appears to have had the effect 
of deepening still further the misplaced—and so far as the 
Primrose dames are concerned we fear we must add—unreci- 
procated affection of the editor of the P.ALG. The review 
referred to contained “a large portrait picture of some three- 
score and ten Primrose dames, assembled in Lady Salisbury’s 
drawing-room. They include many of the greatest ladies in 
the land, and some of the most fashionable beauties and 
leaders of society.” Gazing at this picture the editor of the 
P.M.G. is lost in bewilderment and praise. He adds, ‘We 
confess we look upon the imposing array with gratitude and 
pride.” Now we are not in the least jealous of any feelings 
of admiration for the Primrose dames which may have been 
excited in the breast of the editor of the P./.G., but we confess 
we regard with feelings very different from those of “ pride ” the 
conduct of a leading newspaper in devoting it’s columns to 
nonsense like this, and the preceding sentences we have 
quoted. Far be it from us to grudge the editor of the 
2.M.G. any opportunity of gazing upon the “greatest ladies” 
and “the most fashionable beauties,” to his heart’s content. 
But what, after all, is the Primrose Ieague? First and fore- 
most its members affirm that it is “‘ z0¢ a political organisation.” 
“No,” we are told, “its work is social.” If by a political 
organisation is meant an association devoted to the further- 
ance of political education, then undoubtedly the Primrose 
League is “not a political organisation.” None of its dames 
are allowed even to take part in an open political discus- 
sion. If by “social” work is meant the demoralisation of 
the poor by bribes and doles, the association of Conservative 
politics, with low comic songs, music hall ditties, and 
performing monkeys, the boycotting of Radical tradesmen, 
the intimidation of Radical workpeople, and such-like 
methods—then, by all means, let us give credit for the “social” 
work by which the Primrose League has rendered an 
‘immense service” to the “cause of humanity and civilisa- 
tion.” One thing is certain—and this we gratefully record— 
the introduction of the practices of the Primrose League has 
served to aid in calling forth a band of women inspired with 
the desire to counteract their influence by appealing to the 
higher rather than to the lower instincts of the race, to their 
intelligence rather than to their ignorance. It is only by 
means of a solid foundation of political education, with the 
superstructure of a high ideal, that the democracy can be 
made great and powerful—fitted to work out its own emanci- 
pation, and to redeem itself not only from the evils which 
afflict it, but from the sins which disgrace it. This is a 
political work to aid which no woman need be ashamed. 

This is the ground upon which we base our plea for the 
extension of the Women’s Liberal movement. 
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The “ Unionist” victory at Birmingham is proving more 
costly to the present peace and the future prospects of that 
heterogeneous party than would have been the case even in 
the event of the return of Mr. Phipson Beale. The world is 
now in possession of the statement of Lord Randolph 
Churchill. Lord Salisbury might well declaim against the 
introduction of personal questions in such a matter. It must 
be a long time since Jo Chamberlain, gentleman, met 
with such a well castigation. Not for the first 
time—he has been found out. We are not concerned to 
dwell upon the trivialities of the present dispute. We are 
only anxious to point out the moral which the Birmingham 
incident has made more apparent, viz., that the so-called 
Unionist alliance for all purposes outside the division lobby 
of the present House of Commons is practically “a thing of 
the past.” 


* 
* 


As illustrating the short and easy stages by which the 
“road to ruin” is traversed by certain politicians, we append 
some extracts from past numbers of Mr. Chamberlain’s 
organ, the Birmingham Daily Post. The sentiments 
expressed, contrasted with recent events, form a very strikin 
subject, which might, perhaps, be appropriately term 
“Then and Now.” If only some R.A. would take the hint, 
the picture might stand a good chance of acceptance by the 
“ Hanging Committee” in Burlington Street. 

April 15, 1886.—We are bound to say we can have no sympathy 
whatever with the kind of demonstration made yesterday against Mr. 


Gladstone and his proposals. . . . The Liberals represented 
by Mr. peregrine ae not lng, oe eo temptation or for any 
) , to ally themselves with a politic ty which is as hostile 
E> Liberaliamn Saiit ts to Ireland. . ad 

June 25, 1886.—The views of Mr. Bright on the Irish question— 
opinions from which he is not likely to depart—are to be received with 
r t, though not with acquiescence, 

jase 17, 1886.—No Liberal known to go over to the Tories for the 

urpose of defeating Mr. Gladstone, driving him fram power, ousting 

fine from public life, and putting Lord Salisbury in his place—no such 
Liberal would ever be followed, or trusted or forgiven, by any Liberals 
worthy of the name, 


* 
* 


What the English people sowed in 1886, the Irish reap 
to-day. Nowhere throughout the length and breadth of that 
uohappy country are the fruits of the rejection of measures 
of conciliation so bitter as in the distressed county of Donegal. 
We have previously devoted considerable space in our 
columns to a description of the Reign of Terror on the 
Olphert estate. To-day we are enabled to supplement that 
information, to supply a wholesome antidote to the misleading 
statements published by the Z%mes under the signature of 
Mrs. Kettlewell, Mr. Olphert’s daughter, and at the same 
time to publish from the pen of Father Kelly a powerful 
reply to the cold and heartless diatribes of Mr. Balfour in 
proposing his “remedies” for congested districts. Among 
the last to be turned out of their homesteads was a poor woman 
with twin babies a few weeks old; an old man, nearly go, 
who was arrested ; and a crippled widow over 80, who was 
carried out on a chair and placed on the roadside. Although 
the work of eviction is practically over, and considerable 
relief has already been sent, the destitution is still great and 
help is still needed. We are glad to know that the represen- 
tatives of Women’s Liberal Associations are now on the spot. 
We hope shortly to publish a report from them, 

* 
** 

There are now about seventy members of the newly 
formed Union of Tailoresses in Manchester. In concluding 
his speech at Newcastle to trade unionists, on Monday, Mr. 
John Morley said :— 

‘What a man needs and what a woman needs is to have a home— 
a home with resources in books, if ible, in social interests, in 
social action along with others, It is the home that is the centre; 
and the great curse of life—I don’t say in Newcastle, but in the 
metropolis—is that there the home, over no small area of the vast 
city, is absolutely unknown, I believe trades unions have done a 
great deal towards increasing the people’s chance of having a home, 
and for this reason amongst others I am glad to be amongst you 
this evening. 


* 
* * 
Now that the season has set in for pilgrims to wend their way 
to Hawarden, on excursions, political and otherwise, we 


would respectfully urge our friends to refrain from demanding 
@ set speech upon public affairs from Mr. Gladstone, on the 
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occasion of their visit. From the utterances which he has 
let fall during the last few days, it is evident, that although 
he regrets the necessity for causing disappointment to any, 
he not unnaturally finds himself compelled to “draw the 
line.” 
* 
** 

Another tribute of praise from Lord Salisbury for the 
Primrose League at Bristol No doubt he meant it. Was 
he equally sincere in his peroration upon the “ brotherhood 
of our common empire?” When one comes to analyse the 
“ brotherhood of our common empire” we find it means, in 
Lord Salisbury’s speech, “ the final reconciliation of classes, 
and of the whole population of Ireland, to this country "—a 
consummation to be achieved by “that which Ireland has 
never yet had—a long spell of firm, impartially-administered 
law.” We are not surprised that even the Primrose Dames 
had wit enough to greet this utterance with “laughter and 
cheers.” Is this child’s prattle natural or assumed? The 
great er in Ireland, says Lord Salisbury, is lest the 
majority (the Nationalists) shall try, in a metaphorical sense, 
to bleed the minority to death. ‘I mean by bleeding them 
to death to lay upon them such heavy rates that they will be 
ruined.” There are none so blind as those that won't see. 
For years—no, for generations—in Ireland it has been the 
minority who have been bleeding the majority to death. By 
bleeding them to death we mean “the binding them with 
heavy burdens too grievous to be borne ;” the enforcement 
of the payment of impossible rack rents at the point of the 
bayonet ; the demolition of homesteads by the battering ram; 
the draining of the country of her best sons by means of 
emigration. In the case of the Olphert tenants, they are 
bled to death already. 


* & 


Mrs. William Terrell has been elected a member of the 
Bristol Board of Guardians, in lieu of Mrs. Prentice, who 
was unfortunately forced to resign through ill health. Mrs. 
Terrell stood fourth on the list of the seven successful 
candidates. Mrs. Anne Jane Thompson, of Arandale, Ley- 
tonstone, has issued an address as candidate for a seat upon 
the Wanstead School Board. Mrs. Thompson is in favour of 
free education, technical instruction, and physical training. 
The polling day is on Tuesday, May 7th. Mrs, Thompson 
is the hon. sec. of the South West Ham Women’s Liberal 
Association, and we venture to bespeak for her enthusiastic 
support and a successful candidature. 


* 
* 


The West Edinburgh Women’s Liberal Association has 
already evinced signs of great activity in many directions. 
It has just issued a four-page leaflet, entitled, “‘ What have 
women to do with politics?” After defining politics as “our 
duty to our neighbours,” it proceeds to enumerate the past 
achievements of the Liberal party, such as “Cheap Loaf,” 
“Cheap Newspapers,” “ Popular Education,” &c. Coming to 
“What are Liberals going to do in the future?” it includes 
“ Women’s Suffrage,” and the attempts to deal with the drink 
question, the sweating system, cruelty to children, free edu- 
cation, the land laws, taxation, religious liberty, &c. Before 
all these questions the leaflet puts the necessity of ‘ doing 
an act of justice to Ireland.” The leaflet, which is a capital 
one to circulate at the present time, may be obtained from 
the treasurer of the West Edinburgh Women’s Liberal 
Association. Address, 8, Claremont Crescent, Edinburgh. 
The price is 2s. per 100. 

** 

The Portsmouth Liberal women are working for a bazaar 
to raise funds with which to purchase premises for the 
Working Men’s Liberal Union, and to secure the erection of 
a hall suitable for public meetings, &c. 


* 
* & 


The Christian says, “ It ought not to be difficult to trace 
the relationship between starvation wages and heavy poor 
rates; but guardians apparently too often fail to connect 
cause and effect in this matter. Contracts have, it is said, 
been entered into under which the children at Hanwell 
Schools are to be supplied with shoes at sixpence a pair, and 
coal-scuttles are charged sixpence each. When intermediate 
profits are deducted from this price it is not hard to see that 
the workpeople who have to produce the articles must come 
badly off, and that the ratepayers who permit such false 
economy must necessarily have to make up for it by paying 
a heavy poor rate.” 


410 


THE WOMEN'S GAZETTE. 


April 27, 188. 


(Continued from page go8.) 

the National League and Plan of Cam had rendered 
tience possible, and she gave a on of the put- 
in of a family into one of John Dillon's B nat of 
campa cot She then referred to Mr. 
long-continued struggle to bring the cause of 
nation before the English people by constitutional means, 
showing how his supporters grew, until at last, to-day, there 
ples a event. oo a = ch is not represented by ihe 
owers. conclusion, speaker npon the people 
nal bility in this seatter! The cause was one 
und to and it rested with the English le how 
soon. The address was listened to with marked attention 
and pow and frequently ae Mrs, Casher, vice- 
president of the Portsmouth W.L.A. next read an able 
paper on ‘‘ Reasons why Ireland should have Home Rule.” 
rs. Ward, the secretary of the Portsmouth Association, 
gave a’short speech expressing her deep sympathy with the 
cause and pleasure at the formation of the Gosport Associa- 
tion. A hearty vote of thanks to the riety was proposed 
by Mrs. Groom and seconded by Mrs. Themen and 
enthusiastically carried. The president, in closing the 
meeting, asked Miss Chapman to convey a warm expression 
of the sympathy of the association to the people of Gwee- 

dore, to which pisos she was going in a few days. 

HYDE. 

On Thursday evening, the 11th inst., the members of this 
association met in large numbers in Union Street Schools, 
the occasion being one of their well known social gatherings. 
The room had been transformed in appearance, the members 
of the executive having spent much time and ene in 
decorative work. On the walls, ata convenient height, deep 
bands of n cloth were med, and assisted more 
effectually to rey the pictures, engravings, and a fine 
collection of moun ferns, arranged pleasing manner. 
At intervals along the gallery were shields and trophies of 
bannerettes, the platform was fringed with choice exotic 
plants and ferns, small tables were fixed here and there 
illumined with fairy lamps, and filled with interesting 
photos, albums, and literature of a miscellaneous character, 
while stands of plants were used to heighten the effect in 
paras parts. e centre of the room was filled with forms 
and c for the audience, and the refreshments were 
yyy by Mrs. Ratcliffe in a neatly adorned classroom. 
Altogether the Beraceemenity were pleasing, and reflected 
great credit upon the ladies who so willingly devoted them- 
selves to the task of making their fellow-members com- 
fortable. The p gs, as usual at such meetings, were 
in no way stereotyped, the object being to provide amuse- 
ment and enable the members to spend a few hours in social 
intercourse. Miss Ashton occupied the chair, and also took 
part in the entertainment, which was an excellent one, inter- 
apo with frequent intervals for refreshments and chat. 

. F. W. Cheetham had kindly undertaken to exhibit a 
number of lime-light views with his powerful lamp, and in 
this way supplied perha the most enjoyable part of the 
entertainment, several of the illustrations being the subjects 
for readings 1 AP coon ee and a friend. Mr. John 
Worrall read ‘‘The Lifeboat,” Miss Worrall, ‘‘The Curfew 
Bell” and “The Women of Mumbles Head,” and Miss 
Higinbotham “Jane Conquest.” Each piece was very well 
received. Miss Ashton and Miss A. A. Schofield contributed 
songs, Mrs. A. T. Hibbert pianoforte solos, and Miss E 
Dowson solos on the violin, and the various items were so 


arran: as to keep up the interest Piroughout- In every 
way the party was a success, and must have been most 
gratifying to the promoters. 


LITTLEBOROUGH. 

At a committee meeting of the Littleborough Branch of 
the Middleton Women’s Liberal Association, on April 16, 
the following resolution was passed: “ That the best thanks 
of this meeting be given for the handsome present of 250 
copies of the Women’s Gazette.” An earnest wish was 
expressed by the committee that a large meeting should be 
held in Littleborough and addressed by some of the pro- 
minent leaders of the league. This is a new field, and it 
only requires a stirring demonstration to insure enthusiastic 


support. 


MIDDLESBROUGH. 

A public meeting was held last week in the Cleveland 
Hall, Newport Road, Middlesbrough, for the purpose of 
forming a Women’s Liberal Association. Mrs. T. Sander- 
son ded over a large company of ladies, and was sup- 
ported on the platform by the borough member, Mr. Isaac 
Wilson; Mrs. Theo. Fry, Darlington; Mrs. David Dale, 
Darlington; Miss Shepherd, Middlesbrough; Mrs. Amos 
Hinton, Middlesbrough ; and Mrs. Gunter, Middlesbrough. 
Mrs. Sanderson, in opening the meeting, said they were 


ai fhe, purpose for which they. had, met 
that Mbt She had no doab if they veg combined in an 


anid there 


not pro 


the questions as to whe 
matter of politics, replied that their interest should be from 
a 
not be a matter of what they were to receive, but it should 
be a matter of pincies. That association was being formed 
in order that i 
women of England, and with a view to their remedying the 
many e 
romen might do she related an anecdote where a woman 
a littl hl 

ve hima e et on Ireland, compiled by a lady, 
end after readin Ft be a ' 4 
after what he 
by that little pamphlet he intended to remain staunch to 


Riaz Sted no m0 Partner tine ee OM ee ran here of 
labour, for if the women of the town would stir up the right 
in the matter they might mend matters in that direc. 

on. They wanted free education for the people, and she 
did not see why they should not have it, as the amount 
crane in drink uld pay for one year’s free 

ucation. With regard to the Hieataghen election, she 
said it was in honour of his father’s memory that Mr. Bright 


had been returned, and not to perpetuate the action of the 


Tory . War, said, was a relic heathenism. 
Speaking of the scope of the Association, she said they did 
pose to have dances or anything 


one week wo 


nection with it, but proposed to do some thorougly useful 
work, bo 


to the utmost of their power. 


and she asked the women of Middlesbrough to assist 


the audience, and in answering 
er women should move in the 


Mrs. , in addressi: 
esire to see the best man returned. It should 


ey might know how elections affected the 


that at present existed. Asan instance of what 
ken to a man as to his politics, and he had said he 
t of voting for the Liberal Unionist candidate. She 


it he returned a few days later, and et 
been taught on the erings of Ireland 


the Liberal cause. (Applause.) The distribution of Liberal 
literature was thus shown to be a matter of 


great impor- 
tance, and she hoped ek 


d the Women’s Association would 
warmly co-operate with that of the sterner sex, and go 
hand in hand in the t question of Ireland’s wrongs. St 
would be a ve 4 0 and joyful day for them when they knew 
that their brothers and sisters in Ireland were freed from 
the chains with which they were now fettered. She con- 
cluded by wishing the venture every success. 

Mrs. Dale said she was a stranger to the town, as it were, 
but her parents and tives had for years been closely 
attached to the interests of the borough. She heartily sym- 
pathised with them in the good work which they were 
initiating that day. Some people said: ‘* What need do we 
with tics? they do not affect us;” but she might point 
out that politics meant the welfare of all concerned, and if 
a deeper interest was taken in politics their social position 
would be raised to a much higher stage than hitherto. She 
did not advocate women going out of their proper sphere, 
but it was their duty to take an interest in what affected 
their husbands and sons. They could all do a great deal in 
the direction of eying to be unselfish, which it behoved all 

ood Liberals to be. They must also be truthful in every- 
fhin they took in hand. She had no doubt Mr. Wilson 
woul find the Women’s Liberal Association a tremendous 
help to him at the next election, and she wished it every 
success. 

Mr. Isaac Wilson, M.P., said he rejoiced to see such an 
association as that being formed in iddlesbrough. They 
could never be too strong ina cause, and if ever the 
day came for them to exert their influence he was sure it 
would be for their wen He dealt at some length with the 

rsecution of the Irish people, and closed by expressing a 

ope that the Association would go on and prosper. 

y Pease was then elected president. 

Rules of the association were submitted to the meeting, a 
committee appointed, and members enrolled, after which 
votes of thanks to Mrs. Sanderson and the other speakers 
brought the proceedings to a close. 


NOTTINGHAM. 

ForREst AND SHERWOOD .WARD.—This branch of the 
Women’s Liberal Association held a dance in the Arboretum 
Rooms on the 16th inst., when about sixty accepted invita- 
tions, including Mr. and Mrs. Allen, Councillor, Mrs., and 
Miss Lees, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Bonser, Mr. O. Tutin, 
Mr. J. Luntley, Mr. J. E. Lomas, Miss Spray, and Mr. W. 
de Hersart. The M.C.’s were Mrs. Bird and Miss Fearfield ; 
and the following acted as stewards: Mrs. Allen, Mrs. 
Bonser, Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Pickerill, Mrs. Linforth, and 
Mrs. Ward. 


READING. 


The annual meeting of the Reading Women's Liberal 
Association was held in the New Town Hall, Reading, on 
Wednesday, April 17th. The chair was taken by the president 
(Miss Monck) at eight o'clock, but prior to her doing so an 
organ recital was given and several songs were sung. Mr. 
Crowdy presided at the organ, and amongst those who con- 
tributed to the musical part of the proceedings were Mr. 
and Mrs. Scrivener, Mrs. Roberts, Miss B. Hickmott, and 
Mr. Harvey. The following were amongst those present : 
Lady Sandhurst, the Right Hon. G. J. Shaw-Lefevre, M.P., 
the Rev. R. Suffield, Messrs. J. Messer, G. W. Colebrook, F. 
V. Parfitt, W. G. Hayward, T, Reed, Donald Kennedy, W- 
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Stebbings, Daniel Clark, A. E. Hickmott, and the Revs. 
Father Weale and T. G. Stewart. 


amount of work had been accomplished. This 
the ustiring energies of the officers and members—who now 
numbered d also to the cordial help they had received 
from the members of the Liberal associations and the 
Liberal and Radical clubs in the borough. The present 
Government was a scandal, and Ireland was a crying 
danger ; but the country had confidence in Mr. Gladstone— 
(cheers)—who had so often led them to victory, and in his 
great ability and human sympathy would be found the only 
means of solving the t Irish question. They desired that 
the animosity which had so long existed between the two 
countries should give way to mutual goodwill and the 
recognition of the fact that Irishmen should be the true 
rulers of Ireland. They knew that they were on the side of 
right, truth, and justice, and that they were working for the 
highest good of nation and of the race. If the duration 
of Parliament were limited, the ‘can’t you leave it alone” 
policy of Lord Melbourne would be changed, and she was 
sure as much legislation would be accomplished in three 
years as was done in six or seven years now. 

Lady Sandhurst, who was received with loud cheers, said 
the work and objects of the association were to assist in the 
mechanical work of poles, but beyond that to diffuse 

litical education. Politics meant the science of the well- 

ing of the nation, and there was no work whatever 
which was started in which politics should come amiss. The 
only thing was to see that re & were the right sort of 
rt tics. She was not sure that Primrose Leagues taught 
he right sort of My aoe pe They should endeavour to do 
everything that could be done to benefit women asa class, and 
in benefitting women they must benefit the rest of the human 
race. (App use.) She was thoroughly of opinion that it 
was the Irish question that stirred up the women in the 
country. Those who formed those associations had done 
them a really good turn. (Applause.) 

The Right Hon. G J. Shaw-Lefevre next addressed the 
meeting. He was received with enthusiasm, the audience 
rising to their feet cheering and singing “‘ For he’s a joll 

fellow.” After remarking upon the pleasure with 
which he found himself again sponmine to.8 Reading aud- 
ience, and finding before and behind him so many old 
friends, and receiving a welcome which assured him that his 
long connection with Reading had not been in vain, he said 
there was one unusual thing about the meeting, the predo- 
minance of es. (Cheers.) He wished the Fadies Asso- 
ciation had been created long ago, and he was confident he 
lost very much for want of such an association, and through 

e exertions of an opposing organisation—the Primrose 
League. He observed not lon ‘o that Lord Salisbury, in 
addressing a meeting of the i League, delicately 
desired them to continue in the course they (the Liberals) 
most objected to, exhorting them to find in invectives of 
their enemies the guidance for their own future conduct. 
They never ceased to attack the Primrose e for their 
canvassing in this and other places, and to give credit to them 
for the degradation of police and making it a question of 
blankets and Christmas doles of charity, but Lord Salisbury 
had suggested that they should continue in this bad course. 
He advised the Women’s Liberal Association to adopt 
exactly the opposite course, and endeavour to elevate 
politics and to raise the pon feelings of the people to 
ennoble the political world. It was wise and proper that an 
effort shoul e to extend the influence of women in 
the political world. The right hon. gentleman then went on 
to refer in detail to the evictions in Ireland and the treat- 
ment of political prisoners. _ 

On the motion of Mr. Colebrook, seconded by Mrs. 
George Stewart, a hearty vote of thanks to Lady Sandhurst 
for coming to address the meeting, was carried unanimously. 

Lady Sandhurst having responded, a vote of thanks, pro- 
Teed Mr. Messer, and seconded by the Rev. G. Stewart, 
was enthusiastically passed to Mr. Shaw-Lefevre. — 

Mr. Lefevre replied, and a vote of thanks to Miss Monck 
for presiding brought the meeting to a close. 


—— 


STALYBRIDGE & DUKINFIELD. 

Under the auspices of the Dukinfield branch of the Staly- 
bridge and Dukinfield Women’s Liberal Association, a lec- 
ture was delivered in the Central Liberal Club, Dukinfield, 
on Thursday, April 11th, by the Rev. H. KE. Dowson, of Gee 
Cross. His subject was ‘“‘Gladstone.” The chair was very 
ably filled by Mrs. Lindley, of Stalybridge, who opened the 
meeting in a very neat and appropriate speech. The lecturer 
handled his subject in a masterly style. The room was well 
filled with an appreciative audience, and at the close of the 
lecture a hearty vote of thanks was recorded to Mr. Dowson 
and Mrs. Lindley. After the lecture several women joined 
the new branch association, which, although having only 
been established about two months, now numbers over one 
hundred members. Mrs, Ashworth, the Lakes, Dukinfield, 
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is the president of the branch, and Mrs. W. Chadwick and 


Miss Moorhouse joint secretaries, with a strong committee 
of good workers, 


* 

A very successful bazaar, ‘undertaken by the above asso- 
ciation, was terminated last week. The object of the bazaar 
was to raise a sum of money sufficient to re-decorate the 
Central Liberal Club, and to make some necessary alterations 
for the increased comfort of the members. As the club is 
kindly placed at the disposal of the Women’s Association, 
for meetings, lectures, &c., i: was suggested to the com- 
mittee of the association that they should raise the necessary 
sum by a bazaar. The suggestion met with the hearty 
approval of the members, and the bazaar was opened on 
Thursday, April 4th, by J. P. Cheetham, Esq., president of 
the club. There was a large attendance at the opening. 
The effort has been aided by the members of the Women’s 
Liberal Association, who also have an interest ‘in the result, 
for the association is to receive a portion of the proceeds to 
carry on its very useful work. It was abundantly supplied 
with good things, both useful and ornamental, and its 
arrangement was pleasing and artistic. . In the decoration of 
the room the design was very much on thg lines of the last 
bazaar held in the same building. The framework of the 
stalls was in imitation ofa rustic structure in dark oak, and 
the stalls were so disposed as to leave the maximum of space 
for promenading. As seen on the opening day, before the 
artistic arrangement of the contents of the stalls was dis- 
turbed, the effect was very pretty, and the ladies are to be 
congratulated on having brought together a choice selection 
of goods of a most varied character. Among the stal]l-holders 
were Mrs. J. W. Summers, Mrs. John Summers, Miss Bertha 
Mason, Mrs. Buckley, Mrs. Chadwick, and many others. 
At the opening ceremony there was a large attendance. Mr. 
J. W. Summers occupied the chair, and there were also 
present Mr. J. F. Cheetham, the Rev. J. Freeston, Dr. 
Macpherson, Mrs. Lindley, Mr. James Bottomley, Rev. G. E. 
Cheeseman, Councillors D. Thorpe, J. Bentley, G. Hopwood, 
A. Keefe, D. Shaw, and J. Miller, Rev. C. Rushby, Mr. J. 
Gill, Rev. W. Harrison, Mr. John Summers, Mr. H. C. Hill, 
Mr. E. Iredale (Mossley), Rev. A. Morton, Mr. J. Jackson, 
Rev. J. L. Fox, Mr. J. Tinker, Mr. R. Street, Mrs. Abel 
Buckley, Mrs. E. G. Wrigley, Mrs. Reece, Mr. Randal Ridg- 
way, Mr. W. T. Thorp, Mr. J. Harrison, and others. 

The Chairman (Mr. J. W. Summers) said: Before callin 


uw Mr. Cheetham to perform the o ceremony o 
this bazear, I may be gehen gad a very few words, to 
explain to a its object and its origin. It was considered 
necessary that some alterations at the club should be under- 
taken in order to make it more commodious, and give 
ter comfort to its members ; and the committee asked the 
omen’s Liberal Association if they would be good enough 
to give them their og A and their support. y ve 
ly consented, with the result which you see here this 
morning in this splendid contribution of utiful, artistic, 
and useful articles. I need hardly say how doom pep 
and how indebted the committee of the Liberal club feel to 
all those ladies who have so willingly and so Renerously 
aided us in this good cause. ig econ Well, having 
secured the help of the Women’s Liberal Association, the 
committee thought it wise, fit, and proper that our president 
should be invited to perform the opening ceremony this 
morning—(applause)—and it was a great tification to us 
that Mr. Cheeeham very willingly consen and accepted 
the cordial invitation which we gave to him. I cannot 
conclude without thanking all of you who are present, 
a ig your interest in the object of this 6 
ear, hear. 

Mr. Cheetham, who was received with cheers, said: M 
first words must be to express my wife’s regret that she 
not able to be here to-day, and pon wath you and myself on 
an occasion to which she had for some time looking 


forw A chill caught on the cold and patiguing journey 
terranean, 


across France, from the sunny shores of the 

has compelled her under medical advice to remain in London. 
But she has charged me to express to you her very sincere 
regret and eg 1 agg that she cannot be here, and also 
to assure you of her warmest wishes for the success of an 
undertaking with which she has aged taken occasion to 
show her practical sympathy. (Hear, hear.) Let me refer 
to what Mr. Summers has already stated, with 
obligation to the ladies in this matter, to say what you all 
know, that the success of this und — use I am 
sure from what we see about us that success is already 
assured—is mainly—in fact I may say entirely—due to the 
self-sacrificing exertions of the Liberal dames of Staly- 
bridge. (Laughter.) The speaker concluded by declaring the 


open. 

Mrs. Lindiey : It is with feelings of very great pleasure 
that I move a vote of thanks to Mr. Cheetham for pls kindly 
yo to open our bazaar to-day. As president of the 
Liberal Club I think it is both fitting and graceful that he 
should perform this ceremony. I cannot hel cera: mart 
we Gladatonian Liberals are losing i by Mr. t- 
ham being out of Parliament just now. (Cheers.) Such 


to our 
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Commons, ami 
gues. (Aprisuse.) 

This was seconded by the Rev. A. Morton. 

The bazaar, we are glad to learn, was entirely successful, 
the full sum required being raised. 


STOCKTON. 

Last week the initial public gathering of the Stockton 
Women’s Liberal Association was celebrated in the Borough 
Hall by tea and meeting, the hall being most tastefully 
decorated with plants and evergreen festoons. Long before 
the time announced for the opening the doors were besieged 
by a vast throng, upwards of nine hundred sitting down to 
an excellent tea, the tables being presided over by Mrs, 
Whitwell, Mrs. Dennes, Mrs. G. Craggs, Mrs. W. C. Craggs, 
Mrs. H. F. Craggs, Mrs. Cradock, Mrs. Ashmore, Mrs. Bone, 
Mrs. G. Braithwaite, Mrs. Dodshon, Mrs. Burn, Mrs, Cam- 
eron, Mrs. G. Sanders, Mrs. G. B. Craig, Mrs. G. Scott, Mrs, 
Jewitt, Mrs. W. J. Watson, the Misses Nelson, the Misses 
Benington, and Miss Payne. Mr. W. Whitwell, J.P., presi- 
dent of the Liberal Association, presided at the meeting, and 
was supported, amongst others, by Sir Horace and Lady 
Davey, Mrs. David Dale, Mrs. Whitwell, Miss Craggs (hon. 
sec, of the Ladies’ Association), in addition to the ladies 
afore-mentioned ; the Rev. G. 8. Ordish, Councillors Samuel, 
Cameron, Bainbridge, and Bedford; Mr. P. Dennes, J.P., 
Mr. W. Benington, J.P., Mr. R. Roger, Mr. James Proud, 
Mr. W. J. Watson, Mr. James Corrie, Mr. W. J. Mott, &c. 


The Ohairman, received with applause, commented upon 
the valuable services rendered by the ladies during the late 
election, but remarked that what they had done since had 
utterly wclipeat their then efforts. (Applause.) Mr. Whit- 
well to speak upon the Irish question, condemn- 
ing the conduct of the Government towards the imprisoned 
I members as atrocious. 

Councillor Samuel then proposed the following resolution : 
‘“‘That this meeting strongly condemns the cruel policy of 
Her Maley ® Government in Ireland, the harsh treatment 
of the hh representatives, and the action of the Govern- 
ment in aiding and abetting the Times Re wepeper in its 
libels on Mr. Parnell and other Irish members, an es all 
Liberal representatives to take every possible opportanity 


of bringing such policy to an end.” 
Mr. Henry , (Middlesbrongh) seconded the resolu- 
tion, which was carried unanimously. 


David Dale, who had a most enthusiastic reception 
hoped and believed that the time was at hand when Irelan 
would be happier and more pee rous, and when that day 
arrived it would be the better for England, because they 
must not forget that in the eyes of the rest of the world it 
was a disgrace that a onniey belonging to them—one with 
them—should be in the state that Ireland was in at eget 

the 


Times ‘was put in the wrong, and perhaps as time went on 
they might fn L 
out. That, she believed, was the first paeesi ng Ot 


She wished 


= )—an uld not justify their politics b 
(cheers)—and if they could not j (Applause) She ee 


great interest in it 
hted 


wth during the four 
hg compliment to Miss 


C 
was D 
d jally of the peasantry of Donegal, Sir 
Tamaried. chat the poor led out 
and the Government gave : 
Yet he pointed out Lag ~— folie 
me san, pompelied to mitigate its conduct to the 
members, bier a further bce | 
change Irish question was the proving of the Parne 
letters to be forgeries, ite the assurance with which those 
letters had been flaun for that confidence was after all 
only swagger, ondenyoUuring, £0 od the report of that Com- 
f audacity. He ho e report o ‘ - 
talaslon. would ove SE edt order that the Liberal 
party might get set to work upon it. (Hear, hear.) 


EEN 


Lady Davey, who next spoke, received a most cordia] 


proming. She thanked them expeedingly for having come 

the meeting in such large numbers. It had been said that 

the ladies of Stockton were inert and took no interest 1 

politics, but now it was evident they had c their 

ways, and that they read their ne re with in’ nce, 

(App use.) And if they were sa with what been 
one in Stockton they 


ag also full well be satisfied with 
what was going on in the country—(applause)—for the 
country was evidently coming round to Home Rule, 
Sons pee The good ship ‘Home Rule” was now on the 
stoc aey wees all hard at it driving the bolts home 
before she was launched. (Applause.) They had their cap- 

*— applause) the first mate 
(Applause.) Yes, and the 
ready » hear, and spplsuse)—and all 
they wanted were her charte—they were still wanting—and 
she would remain in the dock till the charts were got; but 
when they got a Liberal Government they would get their 
charte—{loud applause)—and then they would all meet again 
and have a right glorious tea—(laughter and great a: plause) 
—and congratulate one another, and bid God-s to the 
bark they would then have launched. (Prolon applause.) 

Sir Horace Davey then moved, Mr. - Beni 
seconded, and the Rev. G. S. Ordish cordially supported, a 
vote of thanks to the chairman, which was heartils carried, 
pe pene outy acknowledged, the highily-auscessful : meeting 
rmina’ 


The proceedings were pleasingly inte rsed with 

and music, reatiered by Miss ‘Whitwell, Miss 0) Coun: 

salles ia (Stockton), and Councillor Ward” Middles- 
rough). 


nington 


WEST EDINBURGH. 


A well attended meeting of women was held in the Free 
St. Bernard’s Hall, Henderson Row, April 15, under the 


auspices of the West Edinburgh Women’s Liberal Asso- 
ciation. 

Mrs. Maclaren, vice-president of the society, occupied the 
chair, and in the course of her remarks said that while 
woman's proper sphere was to make her home bright and 
happy, they hada ay te perform towards their neighbours. 
To do this they must take a hearty interest in many political 
questions. ere were many questions which would not 
affect women, such as the silver question, or the 
reform of the House of Lords, but that of licensin 
was of intense interest. (Applause. ) She asked 1 
it was not worth striving for, that it should be in the power 
of the inhabitants of a street or district to say that they 
would not have a public-house set down at a certain place to 
tempt the working man to spend his earnings, so that the 
distill er and publican might build great houses. It was the 
duty of women to interest themselves in politics so as to 
influence the votes of their husbands or brothers. Women 
were bound to take an interest in their suffering sisters in 
Ireland, and if they sympathised with them they should 
show their feelings by assisting in the return of members to 
Parliament who would support Mr. Gladstone—(loud 
2 ft ig his endeavours to make the Irish happy and 
industrious. (A: use. ) . 

Mr, J. W. secretary of the West Edinburgh 
Liberal Association, then delivered an address on ‘‘ What 
have women to do with politics?” The speaker created 
much merriment by commencing with the words, ‘‘ We are 
all here as women.” He then went on to speak on local and 
Imperial politics, and_on the former subject he referred to 
the Town Council, the Water Trust, and other boards of 
the town, contending that all female householders should 
take an interest in the affairs of those boards. He next 
spoke of Imperial politics, describing the constitution of the 

ouses of Parliament, the different parties in the State, and 
giving the names of several measures by the Liberal 
petty on the past few years. On the question of what 

he Liberals were to do in the future, he said they were to 

reform the House of Lords, find a plan of Scottish Home 
Rule, and support women’s suffrage. There was no reason 
why women should not have a vote for the members of 
Parliament. Subsequently he alluded to the licensing ques- 
tion, the land laws, and Irish Home Rule. On the latter 
point he stated that the n flag was nailed to the 
mast of Liberalism, and would stick there until Home Rule 
was granted. oy geome At this stage of his address Mr. 
Gulland sang ‘‘God save Ireland,” many of those present 
joining in the chorus, and then, in concluding his s h, he 
stated that two members of the West Edinburgh Women’s 
Liberal Association were shortly to go to Ireland to see 
what was going on there. 

Mrs. T. 6. moved: ‘That this meeting of Scottish 
women expresses its sympathy with the Irish people in their 
trials and sufferings, and instructs the delegates to convey 
a friendly greeting ge their visit to Ireland.” (Applause. ) 
Mrs. Martin said she felt that the resolution was a fitting 
commentary on the address they had just heard. Fortu- 
nately, the 1887 Coercion Act was likely to be the last, and 
Ireland would no doubt be willing to bury memories of per- 
secutions and bygone miseries in the hope that the miscon- 
ception re; her character and aims might be removed. 


(Applanee:) 
Bailie Steel seconded the resolution, which was put 
to the meeting, and unanimously carried. 

On the motion of Mrs. Lang Todd a hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to Mr. Gulland for his address, 


For List of Forthcoming Meetings see back page. 
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